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To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Kansas Statewide Strategy for COVID-19 Specimen Collection 
and Testing
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Where to find the Statewide Strategy
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Laboratories Across the State



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

Testing Sites Across the State
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Goal/Purpose

• To facilitate rapid increase in statewide testing for COVID-19 utilizing all testing sites and 

platforms available.

• Priority for the state lab is to support the work of local health departments

• Drive-through or by appointment testing

• Outbreak management 

• Secondarily, to directly support other entities

• Mobile testing in certain populations

• State-run facilities
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Who can be tested?

• For the most part, testing at the state lab is for people who meet Person Under Investigation (PUI) 

criteria. 

• Providers testing through a reference lab do not need to use the KDHE PUI criteria

View the PUI criteria at: 

https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/1

70/Healthcare-Providers

https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/170/Healthcare-Providers
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When is it okay to test asymptomatic people? 

• Outbreaks at congregate living facilities, both symptomatic and asymptomatic people may be 

tested. 

• There has to be a clear Public Health action that comes from testing everyone on a floor, wing, 

building, or within the facility. 

• KDHE and the LHD will work with the facility to make sure there is a feasible plan in place for 

cohorting positive residents away from everyone else

• If there is no feasible way to cohort positive residents, or if there is no decision/action that is 

going to be taken that affects staffing levels, the use of PPE, etc. widespread testing may not 

be recommended. 
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When is it okay to test asymptomatic people? 

• KDHE has an interest in certain target populations for more widespread testing that may include 

testing of asymptomatic people

• Elderly

• People with underlying health conditions

• Certain minority groups that are disproportionately affected and having higher disease rates 

and deaths

• Certain minority groups for which there is limited testing data

• People living in congregate settings

• Etc. 
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• Testing for identification of cases is the responsibility of the facility

• Facilities should monitor staff and residents for symptoms of COVID-19 and use their 
established resources to have symptomatic people tested

Current Expectation for COVID-19 testing in LTCFs/nursing 
homes/ etc. 
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• Facility-wide testing after a confirmed case is found can be done through KHEL

• Once the first case is found, KDHE and the local health department will coordinate to 
provide supplies for testing through the state laboratory

• KDHE further supports the facility by working with them on a plan to cohort positive patients 
away from negative patients and to reduce transmission between the groups 

• We recommend testing any negative people from the group about 5 to 7 days later. KDHE 
will support this testing through the state lab. However, any additional testing of negative 

people is the responsibility of the facility. 

Current Expectation for COVID-19 testing in LTCFs/nursing 
homes/ etc. 
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• The Kansas Health and Environmental Laboratories (KHEL) will provide the testing supplies at no 
cost to the patient or the facility

• Tubes with viral transport media

• Swabs

• Coolers and ice packs if needed

• KHEL will analyze the sample at no cost to the patient or the facility

• If the facility is contracting with a provider to collect the samples, the provider may assess a 
collection fee. 

• KHEL and KDHE are not responsible for any sample collection fees charged

Who pays for testing through the state laboratory? 
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• The Kansas Health and Environmental Laboratories (KHEL) provides PCR testing which is used 
for diagnostic purposes

• Other reference labs may provide antigen testing, which is also adequate, though not 
preferred, for diagnostic purposes. However, be aware that there are only two antigen tests 
with approval from FDA

What kind of testing is available through the state laboratory? 

View the list of FDA approved tests at: 

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-

disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-

authorizations-medical-devices/vitro-diagnostics-

euas

https://www.fda.gov/medical-devices/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-emergency-use-authorizations-medical-devices/vitro-diagnostics-euas
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Does KDHE Recommend a Testing-based Strategy to Release 
Cases from Isolation? 

• KDHE has developed a useful graphic about the release from isolation and quarantine. 

• A symptomatic case should stay home for 10 days from the onset of symptoms OR

• 72 hours after fever is gone without the use of fever reducing medication AND there has been a 

significant improvement in symptoms

• WHICHEVER IS LONGER. Meaning, isolation for confirmed symptomatic cases is a minimum of 10 

days. 

• If the case is asymptomatic, then they should stay home for 10 days since the day their sample was 

taken. If they develop symptoms during this 10-day period, then they would begin a new isolation 

period as described above for symptomatic cases. 

https://www.coronavirus.kdheks.gov/DocumentCenter/View/1086/Isolation-Quarantine-Release-Graphic-KS-PDF---7-6-20


Questions?


