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I. FOLLOWING THE NARRATIVE: A quick summary of national media trends last week.  

 

On the one year anniversary of the first COVID-19 outbreak in the U.S., media coverage focused on how 

cases in nursing homes continue to drop. 

• Wall Street Journal: Sustained Drop in Covid-19 Nursing-Home Deaths Points to Vaccinations 

• McKnight’s Long-Term Care News: Grim anniversary: First U.S. COVID-19 outbreak announced at 

nursing home 1 year ago today 

• USA Today: 'Safest place in the city': COVID cases in nursing homes drop 89% as residents 

vaccinate* 

• *Skilled Nursing News: COVID-19 Cases Among Nursing Home Residents Drop 82% as Plans for 

Future Clinics Emerge 

 

COVID vaccines continue to take center stage in the media, including uptake among staff and concerns 

about older adults of color and those outside of long-term care settings--and LeadingAge’s town hall 

with the Black Coalition Against COVID..  

• *McKnight’s Senior Living: Senior living COVID vaccine ambassador: ‘We have the tools to help 

solve this issue; we should use them’ 

• Associated Press: ‘Falling through cracks’: Vaccine bypasses some older adults 

• Wall Street Journal: Covid-19 Vaccinations Proceed Slowly Among Older Latino, Black People 

• NBC News: Blacks and Hispanics are being short-changed on Covid-19 vaccines in Florida and 

elsewhere 

  

Aging services workforce issues, a key priority for LeadingAge, focused attention on turnover and 

wages.  

• *Skilled Nursing News: Sloan: Better Wages a Critical Component of Any Fix for Nursing Homes 

After COVID-19 

• The New York Times: High Staff Turnover at U.S. Nursing Homes Poses Risks for Residents’ Care 

• *McKnight’s Senior Living: Concerns over understaffing, family needs likely turnover culprits 

during pandemic: study 

 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/sustained-drop-in-covid-19-nursing-home-deaths-points-to-vaccinations-11614365486
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fgrim-anniversary-first-u-s-covid-19-outbreak-announced-at-nursing-home-1-year-ago-today%2f&c=E,1,muGC4khMoD8gyESet1ylpmKFewqqPkLDcI13Ih4nPJMzUHg4OgP5011sS0V468jTbh1fTa2lkWlr1GycC-VXvxIZPFnx-i257xn690N9yTuXxe8,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fgrim-anniversary-first-u-s-covid-19-outbreak-announced-at-nursing-home-1-year-ago-today%2f&c=E,1,muGC4khMoD8gyESet1ylpmKFewqqPkLDcI13Ih4nPJMzUHg4OgP5011sS0V468jTbh1fTa2lkWlr1GycC-VXvxIZPFnx-i257xn690N9yTuXxe8,&typo=1
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2021/02/26/covid-cases-nursing-homes-plummet-89-residents-vaccinate/6814027002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2021/02/26/covid-cases-nursing-homes-plummet-89-residents-vaccinate/6814027002/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fskillednursingnews.com%2f2021%2f03%2fcovid-19-cases-in-nursing-home-residents-drop-82-as-plans-for-future-clinics-emerge%2f&c=E,1,Jr-g1MGYgA3byRIEyzt1AzlgugwdMCRPsMblaToZDn5jfZmaorrE3uZODPdbc5YkjIc4YSB-0l0W4iDxIYtRwbRi-3MdjTXaS3pphB4sfuCPBSaHpg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fskillednursingnews.com%2f2021%2f03%2fcovid-19-cases-in-nursing-home-residents-drop-82-as-plans-for-future-clinics-emerge%2f&c=E,1,Jr-g1MGYgA3byRIEyzt1AzlgugwdMCRPsMblaToZDn5jfZmaorrE3uZODPdbc5YkjIc4YSB-0l0W4iDxIYtRwbRi-3MdjTXaS3pphB4sfuCPBSaHpg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknightsseniorliving.com%2fhome%2fnews%2fsenior-living-covid-vaccine-ambassador-we-have-the-tools-to-help-solve-this-issue-we-should-use-them%2f&c=E,1,vlICWmQWSEt9B_vcVUw7PJTOjnkUmkvlgRHktjDpJW1R6IeWxRdzxoqCjU_9QR-Nhm_wkfDVDsW8nhTqqqR5ix6U1c1ROgOeCz5FVeIOTT8P5-0JGdmijiDgtg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknightsseniorliving.com%2fhome%2fnews%2fsenior-living-covid-vaccine-ambassador-we-have-the-tools-to-help-solve-this-issue-we-should-use-them%2f&c=E,1,vlICWmQWSEt9B_vcVUw7PJTOjnkUmkvlgRHktjDpJW1R6IeWxRdzxoqCjU_9QR-Nhm_wkfDVDsW8nhTqqqR5ix6U1c1ROgOeCz5FVeIOTT8P5-0JGdmijiDgtg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapnews.com%2farticle%2fcoronavirus-vaccine-bypass-some-older-adults-374da36856dd9428643db2c3e85564da&c=E,1,wuotus1j8DATH-COKvEdRrXFZNGlpuInXwMr2w22uLMnVO-mm5NCZQKX748ZglQ8hAvtYisfgvU6EQHwVdii1T8ZMRJZ2fAij3H2lN-mO5s,&typo=1
https://www.wsj.com/articles/covid-19-vaccinations-proceed-slowly-among-older-latino-black-people-11614690003
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/blacks-hispanics-are-being-short-changed-covid-19-vaccines-florida-n1259204
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/blacks-hispanics-are-being-short-changed-covid-19-vaccines-florida-n1259204
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fskillednursingnews.com%2f2021%2f03%2fleadingage-wages-will-be-a-critical-component-of-any-fix-for-nursing-homes-after-covid-19%2f&c=E,1,nZCpK4zH82xBqIZT2K__qiEs3vNbN3_poczf9UeSKImZPn_5zOIu2LbPwg5iCvWBAKmnsGYKAuhZHXeA7YsKLBNRETGkgccmhI0D0GJ7rBZJD7zCEz317xc,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fskillednursingnews.com%2f2021%2f03%2fleadingage-wages-will-be-a-critical-component-of-any-fix-for-nursing-homes-after-covid-19%2f&c=E,1,nZCpK4zH82xBqIZT2K__qiEs3vNbN3_poczf9UeSKImZPn_5zOIu2LbPwg5iCvWBAKmnsGYKAuhZHXeA7YsKLBNRETGkgccmhI0D0GJ7rBZJD7zCEz317xc,&typo=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/01/health/covid-nursing-homes-staff-turnover.html
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fmost-difficult-year-in-history-long-term-care-industry-finally-rebounding-after-suffering-more-than-170k-covid-deaths%2f&c=E,1,RXH3TTP4Fu7wrtnTWFU2AxUmcft-xtrWQwf2tMwDQh2b3jZ7lupmmhbZUh3DTtZnwryYq1jC7_czrN0OrsdGqFXfXelcpI1L5Iuygisg9VtW&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fmost-difficult-year-in-history-long-term-care-industry-finally-rebounding-after-suffering-more-than-170k-covid-deaths%2f&c=E,1,RXH3TTP4Fu7wrtnTWFU2AxUmcft-xtrWQwf2tMwDQh2b3jZ7lupmmhbZUh3DTtZnwryYq1jC7_czrN0OrsdGqFXfXelcpI1L5Iuygisg9VtW&typo=1


Major focus on reopenings of nursing homes for visitation as vaccination rates grow and infection rates 

drop.  

• *McKnight’s Long-Term Care News: Guidance released on how to resume visits, community 

activities at long-term care facilities 

• WCAX: Long-term care residents welcome easing of restrictions 

• *McKnight’s Senior Living: Verified Vaccinated Visitors program allows unrestricted access in 

senior living 

• Kaiser Health News: Reopening of Long-Term Care Facilities Is ‘an Absolute Necessity for Our 

Well-Being’ 

 

The Senate is moving on the COVID relief package in Congress. 

• *McKnight’s Long-Term Care News: Providers shut out of next coronavirus relief package, so far 

• McKnight’s Senior Living: Eliminated from COVID relief package, senior living turns its focus to 

Provider Relief Fund  

 

II. Other Clips That Influenced the Week: LeadingAge is a sought-out, reliable source for multiple trade 

and national media outlets (see that coverage on our Driving the Conversation page). Other key clips 

that shaped the narrative last week include: 

• *NBC: America now knows that nursing homes are broken. Does anyone care enough to fix 

them? 

• *WBUR: Rethinking How We Approach Long-Term Care In The U.S. 

• *LeadingAge, McKnight’s Long-Term Care: ‘Most difficult year in history’: Long-term care 

industry finally rebounding after suffering more than 170K COVID deaths 

• The New York Times: Can Long-Term Care Employers Require Staff Members to Be Vaccinated? 

• Chicago Tribune: Op-ed: Washington can no longer ignore the coming Medicare crisis 

 

III. What’s On Our Radar This week’s likely priorities: 

• Passage of the COVID relief bill is expected in the Senate this week. 

• Potential for CDC to update guidance for vaccinated people. 

• Potential for CMS to issue change in visitation policy. 

• Human Rights Watch report is delayed: expected later this month. 

  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fguidance-released-on-how-to-resume-visits-community-activities-at-long-term-care-facilities%2f&c=E,1,kRVClyQeSwlHOnwAn7TZ168NVCxmoAWYf2aAWHrgw46D4gCMrNFZCsM9Fk7volF3BNwkYdT8DCKF0u7W6B-tSbqIk_XqYRZW1ntFF-vfnRZ7LrQ,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fguidance-released-on-how-to-resume-visits-community-activities-at-long-term-care-facilities%2f&c=E,1,kRVClyQeSwlHOnwAn7TZ168NVCxmoAWYf2aAWHrgw46D4gCMrNFZCsM9Fk7volF3BNwkYdT8DCKF0u7W6B-tSbqIk_XqYRZW1ntFF-vfnRZ7LrQ,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wcax.com%2f2021%2f02%2f26%2fvt-long-term-care-residents-welcome-easing-of-restrictions%2f&c=E,1,5TtaKJZLzElE-aRiHw5lM1_g8U0T4KxbfXe95hpE8nK517W-Fn0MyXfgY6K1PTMxUCJCs58q0r48OC3m5y0VAxuqtL5-JT8bvP6QpQe_&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknightsseniorliving.com%2fhome%2fnews%2fverified-vaccinated-visitors-program-allows-unrestricted-access-in-senior-living%2f&c=E,1,taRN93FIOUQ3AKZHXPuJNDluPcxHr5SaW02QOq6drA6zxMu1LpA2fBSS_OLqKRu0Tt0ZRI8EWHQzwNQi6rw6Et4JSU4Gw-PiQPoOBK8gnLMzx6WS1g,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknightsseniorliving.com%2fhome%2fnews%2fverified-vaccinated-visitors-program-allows-unrestricted-access-in-senior-living%2f&c=E,1,taRN93FIOUQ3AKZHXPuJNDluPcxHr5SaW02QOq6drA6zxMu1LpA2fBSS_OLqKRu0Tt0ZRI8EWHQzwNQi6rw6Et4JSU4Gw-PiQPoOBK8gnLMzx6WS1g,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fkhn.org%2fnews%2farticle%2fadvocates-push-to-reopen-nursing-homes-assisted-living-to-visitors%2f&c=E,1,bcnaQT4A6GLQsRlNKd4cHOx4vrzXYOv-GizAUTo6FVlWu3ILPp09Hlw-ekBVFH8K8G7ubO3OPK6iPz1jke1lp9UgfSubv7Qmkq9N7BivR5PxgzVcwQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fkhn.org%2fnews%2farticle%2fadvocates-push-to-reopen-nursing-homes-assisted-living-to-visitors%2f&c=E,1,bcnaQT4A6GLQsRlNKd4cHOx4vrzXYOv-GizAUTo6FVlWu3ILPp09Hlw-ekBVFH8K8G7ubO3OPK6iPz1jke1lp9UgfSubv7Qmkq9N7BivR5PxgzVcwQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fproviders-shut-out-of-next-coronavirus-relief-package-so-far%2f&c=E,1,eVbzfkLGIvCHQ505rUf4Fay2iv1uDFjikX8X8Guz1LrezM9AO7PcSs7Lj4by-DDDvf687jOHcUNLDDGNWMufdyM_lebtZ4WM6zo-q5wR4cZz&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknightsseniorliving.com%2fhome%2fnews%2feliminated-from-covid-relief-package-senior-living-turns-its-focus-to-provider-relief-fund%2f&c=E,1,cIjolM6W-LKrH832p-_1421slxtFss-VBrzrbe2HQ8QG7WfNEbvTumn3ANX3M41z6mvUuL3o0Hp0-EIMgjZjuwnhC3PHc-tY7xW0Yqp4TBq33XQxYHj6izMCp-M,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknightsseniorliving.com%2fhome%2fnews%2feliminated-from-covid-relief-package-senior-living-turns-its-focus-to-provider-relief-fund%2f&c=E,1,cIjolM6W-LKrH832p-_1421slxtFss-VBrzrbe2HQ8QG7WfNEbvTumn3ANX3M41z6mvUuL3o0Hp0-EIMgjZjuwnhC3PHc-tY7xW0Yqp4TBq33XQxYHj6izMCp-M,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknightsseniorliving.com%2fhome%2fnews%2feliminated-from-covid-relief-package-senior-living-turns-its-focus-to-provider-relief-fund&c=E,1,F8E5jA98TBbmAED6j7UR-7f-40L8JRBv7dlJv6tVvwKYtlQdKkKetkcAgIxFNiUzsGPjzvW9XGBt9EmlNqGqUAnW6BZsbN3k5wEQiZzFX71TY5tNMlu1hsK1&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.leadingage.org%2fdriving-coronavirus-conversation%3f_ga%3d2.77030613.1782116156.1612748077-1876373197.1606740701&c=E,1,ssxPu76KQvp8sM0jq0ewyVzl3Zdh1dH3YYYZQDQyYzNwpE7wmd5gnoacTBaA7PQJ79SfxWVgaBLfVMv9aWyMCqZQYBdCVVAo1VAepIk1Rl2u&typo=1
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/america-now-knows-nursing-homes-are-broken-does-anyone-care-n1259766
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/america-now-knows-nursing-homes-are-broken-does-anyone-care-n1259766
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wbur.org%2fonpoint%2f2021%2f03%2f01%2frethinking-nursing-homes-and-how-we-approach-long-term-care-in-the-u-s&c=E,1,SblKbCjyG_zXY5F54YmX4RXlkpLkMtIXR2JKvH5kyfrUNwD47Qk4a4tuSh2fXlscdkhEm9xIoC0OlfRIU5Sz61PIsatSdesmGbd8SItW86HxlcqSVxZ9bg,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fmost-difficult-year-in-history-long-term-care-industry-finally-rebounding-after-suffering-more-than-170k-covid-deaths&c=E,1,Kr9GxjZVBbGf43OL2hpdcDAMKGAqXOxgvC1X_Ryi49XGrzX4TKBgPnogsKY5pbU9QsXQYTpO7PL9LnC5yttBNMvbVtdk2Bh1OIKLJS6Q8g,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fmost-difficult-year-in-history-long-term-care-industry-finally-rebounding-after-suffering-more-than-170k-covid-deaths&c=E,1,Kr9GxjZVBbGf43OL2hpdcDAMKGAqXOxgvC1X_Ryi49XGrzX4TKBgPnogsKY5pbU9QsXQYTpO7PL9LnC5yttBNMvbVtdk2Bh1OIKLJS6Q8g,,&typo=1
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/05/health/coronavirus-vaccination-elder-facilities.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/opinion/commentary/ct-opinion-medicare-crisis-20210304-se46hsdkyrbczlwvmy7dxazm6q-story.html


IV. National Statements & Products (all posted on ‘Driving the Conversation’ page) 

• LeadingAge Calls on Senate to Fill "Enormous Gaps" Left by House of Representatives COVID Bill: 

"This is No Time for Half-Measures" 

• LeadingAge Announces Sponsorship of 2021 National Study on Best Practices and Future 

Insights in Home Care and Hospice  

• National Town Hall With Top Government Officials Will Address Vaccine Confidence for Aging 

Services Care Workers and Staff  

  

V. State Resources Rundown: State Association COVID Media Materials: A folder of helpful resources, 

sample op eds, fact sheets, and more.  

• The AARP Factor: Tough Headlines Belie Common Interests 

• SAMPLE OP-ED: “A year full of lessons in COVID-19’s impact on older Americans” 

  

(*LeadingAge is featured in the story.) 

 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.leadingage.org%2fdriving-coronavirus-conversation&c=E,1,gtzeEJyuGx7BRE760YogATYRg5pERuHoPhDW8QI2nPjzUvVBwNMZG2h06LROlLSPPYDbYy0FjB5_LSLyjPJE6ti0H2INhW9LQ-YmKVDLTiJkdAVr-TM,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.leadingage.org%2fleadingage-calls-senate-fill-enormous-gaps-left-house-representatives-covid-bill-no-time-half&c=E,1,Q5kz95p0LpAbl5Eu-NP39YCMvEYgpqAQV3VI1nKltoJFv50PgE4HCQmGorW_v-esFZPwOMXxzWfuhqykIA7Ve1Y5596SoT-N2OIPV7DnDC4pj73jCJb8cgh8e3M,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.leadingage.org%2fleadingage-calls-senate-fill-enormous-gaps-left-house-representatives-covid-bill-no-time-half&c=E,1,Q5kz95p0LpAbl5Eu-NP39YCMvEYgpqAQV3VI1nKltoJFv50PgE4HCQmGorW_v-esFZPwOMXxzWfuhqykIA7Ve1Y5596SoT-N2OIPV7DnDC4pj73jCJb8cgh8e3M,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.leadingage.org%2fleadingage-announces-sponsorship-2021-national-study-best-practices-and-future-insights-home-care&c=E,1,MqH5Z8Gke2den8GrVTVZQoiGzznq50L1Jthg13c3BW4TZ2FJr76ay8Alw7BOiTHMYihe6yvkQWSVhyllh_93Ry83nIVVgqqCA6lW0DagREKy8OsPvY39S_o991I,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.leadingage.org%2fleadingage-announces-sponsorship-2021-national-study-best-practices-and-future-insights-home-care&c=E,1,MqH5Z8Gke2den8GrVTVZQoiGzznq50L1Jthg13c3BW4TZ2FJr76ay8Alw7BOiTHMYihe6yvkQWSVhyllh_93Ry83nIVVgqqCA6lW0DagREKy8OsPvY39S_o991I,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.leadingage.org%2fnational-town-hall-top-government-officials-will-address-vaccine-confidence-aging-services-care&c=E,1,vRIdoCO-541JH7Bq-MtYEsmw2Ers13gnU9tgFW8xntSybKWhtUl_n1O7KhTwvrU-50qhHaloGZniD_xtVSDXZ8D0u4Q_SvvZmPLcrmQk&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.leadingage.org%2fnational-town-hall-top-government-officials-will-address-vaccine-confidence-aging-services-care&c=E,1,vRIdoCO-541JH7Bq-MtYEsmw2Ers13gnU9tgFW8xntSybKWhtUl_n1O7KhTwvrU-50qhHaloGZniD_xtVSDXZ8D0u4Q_SvvZmPLcrmQk&typo=1
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QCFco1RSlYKaugs0-cXBO5OZW5QOJbnL
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QCFco1RSlYKaugs0-cXBO5OZW5QOJbnL
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NbB8P2d6LT3qT7YZp6pTDUbQIW08VhFuC3IYQeSfxRE/edit?usp=sharing

