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March 15-19, 2021 

  

I. FOLLOWING THE NARRATIVE: A quick summary of national media trends last week.  

(*LeadingAge is featured in the story.) 

  

Nursing home reform remains a hot topic. LeadingAge/ACHA’s March 15 release of the Care for Our 

Seniors Act and the March 17 Senate Finance Committee hearing on nursing homes generated 

coverage:   

• *McKnight’s Long-Term Care News: Nursing home advocates urge 24-hour RN staffing, PPE 

mandates in sweeping reform agenda,  

• *Skilled Nursing News: Nursing Home Industry Targets RN Staffing, PPE Stockpiles in Reform 

Pitch — But Ownership Untouched for Now, 

• *Forbes: As the Policy Debate Over Nursing Homes Heats Up, Operators Are on The Defensive 

• *Boston Globe: ‘You are my sunshine’: For nursing homes, COVID-19 Vaccinations Bring Home 

Amid Uncertain Times 

• AARP: More Transparency, Oversight Needed to Protect Nursing Home Residents, AARP Tells 

Congress 

 

Uplifting coverage of nursing homes residents and families reuniting continues -- as does exploration of 

the pandemic’s impact on providers, weaknesses in the current regulatory system, and possible 

wrongdoing:   

• Atlanta-Journal Constitution: Nursing home residents finally get to see their loved ones face to 

face 

• WSAZ3: Kentucky long-term care facilities welcome back visitors 

• WIFF/WYS: Father in nursing home, son, share embrace, tears after meeting face-to-face for 

first time in over a year 

• Maine Public: In Maine Nursing Homes Besieged By COVID-19, Staff Have Provided More Than 

Medical Care 

• *McKnight’s Long Term Care News: Nursing homes struggling with nuances of federal visitation 

policy 

• *New York Times:  14 Lessons for the Next Pandemic 

• *ABC News: Rocked by pandemic, long-term care facilities face financial crisis 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fclinical-news%2fnursing-home-advocates-urge-24-hour-nurses-ppe-mandates-in-sweeping-reform-agenda&c=E,1,V1qysvWUeuOXFo7vcrlfmTl4R2MVgVD167o-vHoaU5n2eygmmmbEntS3nus-G13XtqahqcmOPnri1jJlTOrk9wwH5JtCaSJDaUU_qqBdhI-b5Q2gNn6QfaugtJE,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fclinical-news%2fnursing-home-advocates-urge-24-hour-nurses-ppe-mandates-in-sweeping-reform-agenda&c=E,1,V1qysvWUeuOXFo7vcrlfmTl4R2MVgVD167o-vHoaU5n2eygmmmbEntS3nus-G13XtqahqcmOPnri1jJlTOrk9wwH5JtCaSJDaUU_qqBdhI-b5Q2gNn6QfaugtJE,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fskillednursingnews.com%2f2021%2f03%2fnursing-home-industry-targets-rn-staffing-ppe-stockpiles-in-reform-pitch-but-ownership-untouched-for-now&c=E,1,N7RoxcNre37g5Mj1mZscut0GK2Nzh8OhCmf7kICp6IQo3lqPEyOJrxhD4nCZHUzh_9BoazmxsuC5c14_K0QtDNB5ruiVRuTHhQncvit6eTfZCrb43OqUPlBnMyIf&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fskillednursingnews.com%2f2021%2f03%2fnursing-home-industry-targets-rn-staffing-ppe-stockpiles-in-reform-pitch-but-ownership-untouched-for-now&c=E,1,N7RoxcNre37g5Mj1mZscut0GK2Nzh8OhCmf7kICp6IQo3lqPEyOJrxhD4nCZHUzh_9BoazmxsuC5c14_K0QtDNB5ruiVRuTHhQncvit6eTfZCrb43OqUPlBnMyIf&typo=1
https://www.forbes.com/sites/howardgleckman/2021/03/19/as-the-policy-debate-over-nursing-homes-heats-up-operators-are-on-the-defensive/?sh=451fcb311cb4
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/03/20/metro/you-are-my-sunshine-nursing-homes-covid-19-vaccinations-bring-hope-amid-an-uncertain-future/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2021/03/20/metro/you-are-my-sunshine-nursing-homes-covid-19-vaccinations-bring-hope-amid-an-uncertain-future/
https://www.aarp.org/politics-society/advocacy/info-2021/senate-hearing-covid-nursing-homes.html
https://www.aarp.org/politics-society/advocacy/info-2021/senate-hearing-covid-nursing-homes.html
https://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta-news/nursing-home-residents-finally-get-to-see-their-loved-ones-face-to-face/XIBXGWHYRJH7HNXDXLTTYJDEMI
https://www.ajc.com/news/atlanta-news/nursing-home-residents-finally-get-to-see-their-loved-ones-face-to-face/XIBXGWHYRJH7HNXDXLTTYJDEMI
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wsaz.com%2f2021%2f03%2f15%2fkentucky-long-term-care-facilities-welcome-back-visitors&c=E,1,IUMJWoqWcvE98p7-N1ZoTpqIrA1sYXEYUMtm5ZoD0Lgbp_iivRY3OrWz1AA14_rvoOJcdegI_uA-nvpIyj0iI2r-7SYO4ffwktY5r-O1&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wistv.com%2f2021%2f03%2f18%2ffather-nursing-home-son-share-embrace-tears-after-meeting-face-to-face-first-time-over-year&c=E,1,bxKGAVu9Gcl2pWIO--6i1Wlks3ZbKycLEZEr1XUEm8_dTUZ_K94jsQFqoDhzVPDNG29gWWGdy6CFF2jPETuff6UYc0dq4dA4NT-i_q9P0ZcM0xhd7Oj2iQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.wistv.com%2f2021%2f03%2f18%2ffather-nursing-home-son-share-embrace-tears-after-meeting-face-to-face-first-time-over-year&c=E,1,bxKGAVu9Gcl2pWIO--6i1Wlks3ZbKycLEZEr1XUEm8_dTUZ_K94jsQFqoDhzVPDNG29gWWGdy6CFF2jPETuff6UYc0dq4dA4NT-i_q9P0ZcM0xhd7Oj2iQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mainepublic.org%2fpost%2fmaine-nursing-homes-besieged-covid-19-staff-have-provided-more-medical-care&c=E,1,vw-FEPVz9P7Zrlhyol8IMwzK6uwOifPgfzneWNZ44YqZgTWElfuFAzLEfkZLDDnrrJnsKo-o6y15XvnGr2GPoElfGMeDP4ql3_Y_mh5L4g,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mainepublic.org%2fpost%2fmaine-nursing-homes-besieged-covid-19-staff-have-provided-more-medical-care&c=E,1,vw-FEPVz9P7Zrlhyol8IMwzK6uwOifPgfzneWNZ44YqZgTWElfuFAzLEfkZLDDnrrJnsKo-o6y15XvnGr2GPoElfGMeDP4ql3_Y_mh5L4g,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fnursing-homes-struggling-with-nuances-of-federal-visitation-policy&c=E,1,Ob0gNjQy-L6fQXlCbz37OFlTGQVhJrh8qvn4bW2VVGJzQ5uJXYPCuA8ulhV1dQwTCIMLHIuR1OLXo9bB1HVfJxliq5Bw-YLCvB4MSMFCaMc,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknights.com%2fnews%2fnursing-homes-struggling-with-nuances-of-federal-visitation-policy&c=E,1,Ob0gNjQy-L6fQXlCbz37OFlTGQVhJrh8qvn4bW2VVGJzQ5uJXYPCuA8ulhV1dQwTCIMLHIuR1OLXo9bB1HVfJxliq5Bw-YLCvB4MSMFCaMc,&typo=1
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/03/15/science/lessons-for-the-next-pandemic.html
https://abcnews.go.com/US/rocked-pandemic-long-term-care-facilities-face-financial/story?id=76518257


• NYTimes: California Sues Nursing Home Chain, Saying It Manipulated Ratings System 

• Health Affairs: ‘No One Should Ever Have To Die Alone’: The Biden Administration Should 

Prioritize Expanded Visitation Policies 

• Skilled Nursing News: What Families Want from Nursing Home Reform Post-COVID: No More 

Lockdowns and a Seat at the Table 

 

II. Other Clips That Influenced the Week: LeadingAge is a sought-out, reliable source for multiple trade 

and national media outlets (see that coverage on our Driving the Conversation page). Other key clips 

shaped the narrative last week:  

• *Kaiser Health News: Covid Cases Plummet 83% Among Nursing Home Staffers Despite Vaccine 

Hesitancy 

• McKnight’s Senior Living: Report: Adult family care homes deserve ‘closer look’ as viable 

alternative to nursing homes 

• Home Health Care News: SNF-at-Home Concept Earning ‘Very Positive Feedback’ in Congress, 

Among Special Interest Groups 

• STAT: Backed by Amazon Care and Intermountain, a new coalition lobbies for policy changes 

around at-home care 

• *McKnight’s Senior Living: New HHS Secretary Becerra considered ‘friend of long-term care 

causes’ 

• Associated Press: Becerra Confirmed to Shepherd Biden's Ambitious Health Plans 

• Politico: 'Understaffed and overworked': Fudge calls for $100B boost in HUD funds 

 

III. What’s On Our Radar This week’s likely priorities: 

• Visitation in nursing homes 

• Medicare Sequestration 

• Proof-of-vaccination initiative from HHS 

• Vaccine access for nursing homes and assisted living are faring as the federal Pharmacy 

Partnership for Long-Term Care Program ends and the Federal Retail Pharmacy Program gains 

steam  

  

IV. National Statements & Products (all posted on ‘Driving the Conversation’ page) 

• Nursing Homes Release Reform Agenda to Address Systemic Issues Facing Long-Term Care 

Sector, Learn from On-going Crisis 

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/15/business/california-lawsuit-brookdale-senior-living-nursing-homes.html?searchResultPosition=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.healthaffairs.org%2fdo%2f10.1377%2fhblog20210311.382134%2ffull&c=E,1,cRPmhLmxnhz7p3CrzrbvIA15rip4clmubCZNYjVcpnBnwMwxOE5DlFJ-c9HF17VlRsdp1WXaBwAt7LA-frNTPrAe6iRFEtw4o748QOpASZ5nSCU,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.healthaffairs.org%2fdo%2f10.1377%2fhblog20210311.382134%2ffull&c=E,1,cRPmhLmxnhz7p3CrzrbvIA15rip4clmubCZNYjVcpnBnwMwxOE5DlFJ-c9HF17VlRsdp1WXaBwAt7LA-frNTPrAe6iRFEtw4o748QOpASZ5nSCU,&typo=1
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/qTDSCo26w9t98joS5W7yZ/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/qTDSCo26w9t98joS5W7yZ/
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.leadingage.org%2fdriving-coronavirus-conversation%3f_ga%3d2.77030613.1782116156.1612748077-1876373197.1606740701&c=E,1,xxR2FLZPYaPZf0f8LNttPuzWGc82WgknmEmkr89tWvMyf1YsiBdZClUcE29rTENB8A2iOX8YCBOB7wlo8jk-hPMD34VVe18fkqolLfEniNS-i4rdRmbSN2ca&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fkhn.org%2fnews%2farticle%2fcovid-cases-plummet-among-nursing-home-staffers-despite-vaccine-hesitancy&c=E,1,OuT3ZichdMPcv_2v_troYb-dlO03BEC-0ev_5TiDLWYNgW3HaLv029kPwPmbTV8dGLuBadxntKacsmankLyWsBhhBMgzQQyB3FXisE1HIzoY&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fkhn.org%2fnews%2farticle%2fcovid-cases-plummet-among-nursing-home-staffers-despite-vaccine-hesitancy&c=E,1,OuT3ZichdMPcv_2v_troYb-dlO03BEC-0ev_5TiDLWYNgW3HaLv029kPwPmbTV8dGLuBadxntKacsmankLyWsBhhBMgzQQyB3FXisE1HIzoY&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknightsseniorliving.com%2fhome%2fnews%2freport-adult-family-care-homes-deserve-closer-look-as-viable-alternative-to-nursing-homes&c=E,1,HyD7eJ6T-U1BMk2XfoIP1OTzR9aspCIfdDvGN8ujRh9ZOduQMDgN2jnybcD_tZJ5iyJwZ7lL0PvFrLFNrAgs4IQB02hwL4T5w1BAbmh-pyAiRQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknightsseniorliving.com%2fhome%2fnews%2freport-adult-family-care-homes-deserve-closer-look-as-viable-alternative-to-nursing-homes&c=E,1,HyD7eJ6T-U1BMk2XfoIP1OTzR9aspCIfdDvGN8ujRh9ZOduQMDgN2jnybcD_tZJ5iyJwZ7lL0PvFrLFNrAgs4IQB02hwL4T5w1BAbmh-pyAiRQ,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fhomehealthcarenews.com%2f2021%2f03%2fsnf-at-home-concept-earning-very-positive-feedback-in-congress-among-special-interest-groups&c=E,1,dp1a_QT-1NVpMvJ93QTOofzBLnPvcshnj4aHINcFVjdYsN2kLidqoc0WzItoDnb-rHL8s8pvH2-p-yWlp4BxT9IhcYxkDF-Y4VfhmXdj981dqRS1oAEG&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fhomehealthcarenews.com%2f2021%2f03%2fsnf-at-home-concept-earning-very-positive-feedback-in-congress-among-special-interest-groups&c=E,1,dp1a_QT-1NVpMvJ93QTOofzBLnPvcshnj4aHINcFVjdYsN2kLidqoc0WzItoDnb-rHL8s8pvH2-p-yWlp4BxT9IhcYxkDF-Y4VfhmXdj981dqRS1oAEG&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.statnews.com%2f2021%2f03%2f18%2famazon-care-moving-health-home&c=E,1,emh-taSvFUhyd1-3fuN8fEEpMa9r3WumKoRD3xdN40vwPAn7iAhYguuopcmJ_ziF5Rs79xg8OWTDHKDM0_58-oifA16Wu9loF7Q7E1RbX-vAXW-8JA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.statnews.com%2f2021%2f03%2f18%2famazon-care-moving-health-home&c=E,1,emh-taSvFUhyd1-3fuN8fEEpMa9r3WumKoRD3xdN40vwPAn7iAhYguuopcmJ_ziF5Rs79xg8OWTDHKDM0_58-oifA16Wu9loF7Q7E1RbX-vAXW-8JA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknightsseniorliving.com%2fhome%2fnews%2fnew-hhs-secretary-becerra-considered-friend-of-long-term-care-causes&c=E,1,8p0vvlxXk9buXX4tLxmvBwpcixZeeZ9Whr-V8pHQPQQxlJNr7SPadyKV7-OdAsf4GqXpUoU5qQauax8Pi4mhO0d5tLxDU3Vz3-IWaueJNV3mHogUUKdNmwFVN5Jp&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.mcknightsseniorliving.com%2fhome%2fnews%2fnew-hhs-secretary-becerra-considered-friend-of-long-term-care-causes&c=E,1,8p0vvlxXk9buXX4tLxmvBwpcixZeeZ9Whr-V8pHQPQQxlJNr7SPadyKV7-OdAsf4GqXpUoU5qQauax8Pi4mhO0d5tLxDU3Vz3-IWaueJNV3mHogUUKdNmwFVN5Jp&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fapnews.com%2farticle%2fjoe-biden-biden-cabinet-cabinets-coronavirus-pandemic-hispanics-1e2d25d910ac52c29e5a4ce4acae0b8b&c=E,1,OVeDiRE9ka_fOXgV8Yb8iUnnHJ1-MEl7XYIWdagP8ZooqyEaPu5AW458uHD6VC5vctLTqzy2CgAMpSlStObOVVi-P4Ifd_MMfC79Wz_cHlu_V7KHudq4XDKqdA,,&typo=1
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/03/18/marcia-fudge-hud-funding-477018
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.leadingage.org%2fdriving-coronavirus-conversation&c=E,1,uuIENNvd11IPhWJMZW6Kx4rrskXLM8skV9agXupaCHJM2fCigpGDRxoa7fQ2PcqzqvrlQpGRjPYWdNasxY4zvk6RvCO-8xKi9PJtyRPFAhf7&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fleadingage.org%2fnursing-homes-release-reform-agenda-address-systemic-issues-facing-long-term-care-sector-learn-going&c=E,1,diVfruJeXa9MmNKbjqVTW2ogbQlrdCcxPcpCjDOQ6udjBQqrj2Mp39BqhLPYThyWMAzSx09zEXfqZWq7YbaBXDAuc4YGrrt4dzBQ59BluFRSE2pvCzmX&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fleadingage.org%2fnursing-homes-release-reform-agenda-address-systemic-issues-facing-long-term-care-sector-learn-going&c=E,1,diVfruJeXa9MmNKbjqVTW2ogbQlrdCcxPcpCjDOQ6udjBQqrj2Mp39BqhLPYThyWMAzSx09zEXfqZWq7YbaBXDAuc4YGrrt4dzBQ59BluFRSE2pvCzmX&typo=1


 

V. State Resources Rundown: State Association COVID Media Materials: A folder of helpful resources, 

sample op eds, fact sheets, and more.  

• Register NOW for our quarterly State Strategy Webinar this week on March 25 1 pm ET 

# # # 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1QCFco1RSlYKaugs0-cXBO5OZW5QOJbnL
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_UxD_LTIIRZSDV0zP8LjM5Q

